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and low-income entrepreneurs received 89% of our loans and 33% went to businesses in 

distressed communities. Our recent expansion to South Georgia will enable us to bring much 

needed funding to more rural areas while also focusing on the needs of metro Atlanta businesses.

Small businesses are vital to Georgia's communities. For every dollar spent locally, 67 cents stays in the local economy, 

compared to 43 cents spent at national chains, but small businesses bring more to Their communities than just economic 

benefits. Communities with greater numbers of thriving, locally-owned business have healthier communities, with lower rates 

of mortality, obesity and diabetes. Small businesses are also drivers of innovation and vital job creators, providing 65% 

of new jobs.
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ACE | Access to Capital for Entrepreneurs 

Founder, President, CEO

BILL ZAWROTNY, JD

Jones Day
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ACE continues to move the needle toward greater 

opportunity for Georgia businesses.  Our strategic plan 

started this year with a goal to deploy $300 million in 

capital by the end of 2027.

ACE's work continues to empower underserved entrepreneurs across 

Georgia to achieve economic equity and create a ripple effect – leading to 

stronger, more stable communities.

With offices in Atlanta, Cleveland, and Tifton and Women's Business Centers 

in Norcross and Savannah, ACE assists entrepreneurs across Georgia with 

capital, coaching and connections. In 2023, underserved (BIPOC*, women 

*BIPOC = Black, Indigenous, and  People of Color





ACE CEO Grace Fricks with Rhonda Barnett, 
Owner of Building Foundations Learning 

Academy 



ACE Financial Advisor Corina Adkinson with 
Omar Kinnebrew, Owner of Bespokuture LLC



ACE 

founded by Grace 

Fricks in rural 

North Georgia

ACE makes

first loan of $5,000; 

Certified as CDFI by 

U.S. Treasury

ACE  

launches first 

Women’s Business 

Center

ACE 

launches 

Resiliency Fund in 

response to COVID

ACE 

begins developing 

5-year strategic 

growth plan

ACE 

expands footprint 

by launching office 

in Tifton, GA

Since 2000:
$200+ Million 

Deployed in 
Equitable Capital

2,600+ 
Businesses 
Capitalized

21,000+ Jobs 
Created or 
Retained

2022





2023 - 2027





Pictured L-R: Grace Fricks, Ross George, 
Bill Zawrotny, Martina Edwards, Laura 

Hardman, Robb Bunnen

https://youtu.be/S4z7P6qGIPE
https://youtu.be/S4z7P6qGIPE


®

https://www.agaperecoveryhouse.com/
https://rapifast.com/
https://aceloans.org/client-spotlight-bespokuture/
https://www.cmlfirm.com/
https://aceloans.org/project/skylar-security/


Trained Over 
15,000 Small 
Business Owners 

Hosted over 
450 Trainings

Metro Atlanta WBC 
awarded the SBA’s 2022 
National, Regional and 
State Women’s Business 
Center of the Year 
Excellence Awards

Launched 2015 Launched 2021

2023 Speed Coaching EventAssisting entrepreneurs at various stages 

of business development: 

Planning, Implementation & Growth. 
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WBC Atlanta Team Sandra Font 

and Alejandra Diaz

WBC Savannah Team Marianne 

Ganem-Poppell and Vernell Stewart



KEY TYPES OF SUPPORT

▪

▪

▪

▪

19,231

$6,306,485

Pictured L-R: Juan Colon, Corina Adkinson, Ray 
Pennie, Karen Málaga, Glenn Bachman, 

Alphonza Gibbs

2023 RESULTS



2023 Aviation Cohort Program
M.I.E.C. Small Business Executive AGAP Program:

> $500K in annual revenue     >3 years in business

New contracts 25

Contracts from 
program partners

2

New employees 792*

Capital raised $1M

Revenue 
generated

$14M

Program Impacts 

Program Sponsors & Partnerships:

4 out of 12 business participants received $1M in loans

252 Hours of business advisory services delivered 

• 25% Female, 75% Male

• 92% Black/ African American

• 92% Age 40+

• 33% Veteran

Percentage of business advisory hours delivered:

Program Results 



•

•

•

“ACE made it possible for me 

to reach my goal of expansion. 

The loan application process 

was simple. The ACE staff was 

great, and very patient and 

supportive. They understood 

that my design and plan was 

different. They helped me align 

it to make everything better.” 

Program Partners:



Program Income ------------------------------------- $ 7.1 million

Government Contracts -------------------------------$ 2.0 million

Other Operating Income ----------------------------- $1.4 million

Contributed Income -------------------------------- $16.8 million

Total Revenues ------------------------------------- $27.3 million

Program Expense ---------------------------------- $11.4 million

Fundraising Expense ------------------------------- $0.6 million

General and Administrative Expense -------------- $2.0 million

Total Expenses ------------------------------------- $14.0 million

CHANGE IN ASSETS ---------  $13.3 million

Cash ------------------------------------------------  $24.5 million

Restricted Cash -----------------------------------  $24.7 million

Receivables and Other Assets --------------------  $5.6 million

Loans Receivable Net of Allowance ------------  $66.4 million

Total Assets -------------------------------------- $121.2 million

Current Liabilities ----------------------------------   $ 9.5 million

Long Term Liabilities ------------------------------  $58.0 million

Net Assets - Without Donor Restrictions -------  $38.4 million

Net Assets - With Donor Restrictions -----------  $15.2 million

Total Liabilities and Net Assets ---------------  $121.2 million





Alejandra Diaz

Program Coordinator, WBC – 

Metro Atlanta

Alexandria Jones

Staff Accountant

Alphonza Gibbs

Financial Advisor

Ana Maag

Financial Advisor

Andréa Chambers

Asst. Director, Fund 

Development

Andrea Gibbs

Credit Analyst

April Berry

Commercial Loan Officer

Atisha Rainey

Accounts Payable Specialist

Bonita Doster

Small Business Loan Officer

Candi Fuller

Loan Operations Specialist

Chanel Randolph

Commercial Loan Officer

Chris Clay

Director of Lending (Interim) 

Corina Adkinson

Financial Advisor

Courtney Lynn

Credit Risk Portfolio Manager

Gabriela Lopez

Marketing Assistant

Glenn Bachman

Financial Advisor

Grace Fricks

President & CEO

Guy Ramos

Collections/ Recoveries Specialist

Huong Vo

Controller

Jeff Moody

Grant Writer

Jesús M. Pizarro

Chief Financial Officer

Ray Pennie

Chief of Business Advisory Services

Rhonda Armstrong

Compliance Administrator

Robin Forrester

Loan Accounting Specialist

Ruth Ann Whatley

Executive Assistant to the President

Sandra Font

Director, WBC – Metro Atlanta

Sandy Headley

Vice President

Shanon Stewart

Chief Operating Officer

Tommie Beth Willis

South Georgia Regional Director

Vernell Stewart

Director, WBC – Savannah Region

Vonda Echols

Small Business Loan Officer

Juan Colon

Financial Advisor 

Karen Málaga

Business Advisory Manager

Kimberly Jackson

Grants Management & Reporting 

Specialist

Lynn Sizemore

Loan Operations Manager

Marianne Ganem-Poppell

Program Coordinator, WBC – 

Savannah

Marietta D. Murton

Small Business Loan Officer

Martina Edwards

Chief of Strategic Partnerships

Misty McCrackin

Loan Operations Specialist

Nancy Howard

Marketing & Communications 

Specialist

Ophelia Brown

Staff Accountant II



Atlanta
Russell Center

504 Fair St SW

Atlanta, GA 30313

Norcross
10 College St NW  

Norcross, GA 30071

Cleveland
3173 Hwy 129 North

Cleveland, GA 30528

Tifton
1001 Love Ave

Tifton, GA 31794

Savannah
305 Fahm Street

Savannah, GA 31401

Zoe & Evana Oli, Owners
Beautiful Curly Me
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